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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons Series) for Sunday, March 1, 2015, is 
from John 1:29-34.  Questions for Discussion and 
Thinking Further follow the verse-by-verse 
International Bible Lesson Commentary. Study Hints 
for Discussion and Thinking Further discusses the 
questions below to help with class preparation and in 
conducting class discussion: these hints are available on 
the International Bible Lessons Commentary website 
along with the International Bible Lesson that you may 
want to read to your class as part of your Bible study. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 

John 1:29-34 

(John 1:29)  The next day John seeth Jesus coming 
unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 

John the Baptist testified that Jesus would fulfill a difficult 
task that would lead Him to die a sacrificial death as the 
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Lamb of God. None of Jesus’ or John’s disciples knew 
what John meant when the Holy Spirit inspired John’s 
words. They would learn how Jesus would take away the 
sin of the world after Jesus died a sacrificial death as a 
substitute for sinners so God could be both merciful and 
just when forgiving sinners out of His heart of love. 

(John 1:30)  This is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for 
he was before me. 

Jesus was before John because Jesus was in the beginning 
God and Jesus was with God the Father in the beginning 
before Jesus was born (see John 1:1-5). John the Baptist 
was conceived in Elizabeth and born before Jesus was 
born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus ranked ahead of John as 
God and King of kings, the long promised Messiah. 
Though born after John, and though His public ministry 
began after John, John came to point people to Jesus as 
the fulfillment of prophecy. John came to prepare a way 
for the Lord. 

(John 1:31)  And I knew him not: but that he 
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptizing with water. 

John did not know Jesus was the Messiah and the Lamb of 
God until the Holy Spirit revealed Jesus to him, though he 
no doubt knew the story of Mary’s visit to his mother 
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Elizabeth before he was born. John preached a message of 
repentance and baptized with water to prepare people for 
Jesus’ coming and for Jesus’ revelation of himself as 
Messiah, Savior, and Lord. During John’s ministry of 
baptizing in the wilderness, Jesus came to be baptized and 
the Holy Spirit revealed to John a special aspect of Jesus’ 
ministry as the Lamb of God. 

(John 1:32)  And John bare record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 
it abode upon him. 

All four Gospels insist that John was an important 
forerunner of the Messiah. John was indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit from birth and the Holy Spirit empowered his 
ministry which led to multitudes of people going to hear 
him preach and being baptized at the Jordan River. John 
recognized the Holy Spirit when the Holy Spirit descended 
on Jesus at His baptism, because he had always known the 
Holy Spirit as a divine Person living within him. One key 
thought that John emphasized was the fact that the Holy 
Spirit remained on Jesus and empowered His ministry. 
Though Jesus was the unique Son of God, He was also the 
Son of Man indwelt by the Holy Spirit for ministry. 

(John 1:33)  And I knew him not: but he that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, 
Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 
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and remaining on him, the same is he which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

God the Father and the Holy Spirit within John the Baptist 
told him how he would recognize the Messiah. God made 
John a promise, and then God did what He promised. The 
subsequent ministry of Jesus, His death and His 
resurrection, confirmed what John preached about Jesus. 
John’s preaching about Jesus inspired some of Jesus’ 
disciples to follow Him as the Messiah, and John’s 
ministry began to decrease as Jesus’ ministry began to 
increase, finally leading to John’s arrest and beheading by 
King Herod. After Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus baptized 
believers with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and 
that also confirmed what John saw and said about Jesus.  

(John 1:34)  And I saw, and bare record that this is 
the Son of God. 

To testify to something in a court of law as a witness, you 
must either be an eyewitness or an ear witness to the event 
or situation. John heard the word of the Lord. John knew 
the work of the Holy Spirit by experience. John saw Jesus 
and John saw God fulfill what He promised. As in any 
court of law with witnesses giving testimony, a verdict 
usually follows. Believers in Jesus Christ believe in Jesus 
because of many eyewitness reports in the Bible and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in their own lives confirming the 
Word of God. The Word of God, the Bible, and the Holy 
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Spirit teach that Jesus is the Son of God, Messiah, Lord, 
and Savior. 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 

1. If someone asked you what Lamb of God meant, what 
might you say? 

2. What did John say the Lamb of God would do? 

3. How did John the Baptist know that Jesus was the 
Lamb of God? 

4. In addition to Jesus being the Lamb of God, who else 
did John say Jesus is? 

5. What are some of the ways Jesus, who is the Son of God 
and the Lamb of God, takes away the sin of the world? 

 

Begin or close your class by reading the short weekly 
International Bible Lesson.  
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